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GREEN RIVER REGIONAL HEALTH COUNCIL
April 12, 2011
M-I-N-U-T-E-S


The Green River Regional Health Council met on Tuesday, April 12, 2011, at 9:00 a.m., at the Green River Area Development District (GRADD) office in Owensboro, Kentucky.  Council members in attendance were as follows:

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT

Philip Travis




Pat Donahue


Jaime Rafferty




Valerie Franklin-Newell

Tammy Belt




Margaret Hibbs

Don Crask




Stephanie Montgomery

Jean Julius




Christy Ramey

Dr. Laura Hancock-Jones


Joyce Crump

Ce Ce Robinson



Julie Wischer

Pam Ramsey




David Ross

Jennifer Tucker



Dr. Andria Brooks

Pat Hammack




Pam Moran

Troy Roberts




Melissa Wolfe


Vivian Craig McNatton


*Tim Mahone

Pam Hunter




*Brian Held


Father Fid Levri



*Collette Carter

Deborah Fillman



*Sheila Barnard

Jody Flener




*Blaine Pieper

*Excused Absence 


GUESTS AND STAFF PRESENT


Reid Haire, Owensboro Medical Health System (OHMS)

Debbie Zuerner Johnson, OMHS

Dr. Lionel Phelps, RiverValley Behavioral Health


John Kazlauskas, Healthy Horizons, Daviess County

William Markwell, Board Chairman, GRADD


Jiten Shah, Executive Director, GRADD


Stephanie Lamar, Regional Health Network Director, GRADD

Dave Clark, AmeriCorps Program Director, GRADD


Kelli King, Lead Case Manager, GRADD


Patsy Bratcher, Aging and Disability Resource Center Coordinator, GRADD


Lisa Flahardy, Support Services Technician, GRADD


Teresa Roberts, Regional Health Network Assistant, GRADD

I.
CALL TO ORDER

 
 In the absence of Chairman Blaine Pieper, Vice-Chairman Philip Travis called the meeting to order and asked for introductions.
II.
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

Secretary Jaime Rafferty presented the February 8, 2011, minutes for approval.



A motion was made by Troy Roberts and


seconded by Dr. Laura Hancock-Jones to 


approve the February 8, 2011, minutes of the 


Green River Regional Health Council meeting.  


A vote was taken and the motion carried.
III.
GUEST SPEAKER

Kelli King, coordinator for Community Collaboration for Children (CCC), stated April is child abuse awareness month.  CCC is a child abuse prevention program which provides services through the Green River District Health Department (GRDHD).  CCC has a regional network that meets every other month with the next meeting being May 22, 2011, at GRADD.  On May 5, 2011, Dr. Curry, U of L Child Abuse Pediatrics, will be speaking at the Wendell Foster Campus.  On June 10, 2011, from 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., at GRADD there will be Domestic Violence 101 training.  Jiten Shah asked if the Henderson group was included with our network.  Ms. King replied that Henderson was part of the regional network.  Teresa Roberts mentioned two of the local coalitions have received grants from the CCC to promote child abuse awareness.
IV.
COUNTY HEALTH COUNCIL REPORTS

A.
Healthy Horizons – Daviess County


John Kazlauskas mentioned he is the new chairman for Healthy Horizons.  They met on April 11, 2011, and Jim Sebeck with the Owensboro Farmers Market was the guest speaker.  The farmers market brings in farmers from all seven counties, and this group is very interested in returning to the downtown area.  Mr. Kazlauskas encouraged those present to invite Mr. Sebeck to speak at their events.
B.
Hancock County


Pam Ramsey, local facilitator, stated the Go Red Campaign was very successful.  The lunch and learn was a partnership among many local organizations with a variety of information and kits available for the 60 participants.  Mike Sisley and Rhonda Rogers with OMHS were the guest speakers.  On February 24, 2011, the “We Can” classes began and eight parents attended the classes.  Family Resource Directors with Hancock County Schools and the UK Extension Service helped to provide training, fruits, vegetables, and a healthy meal.  March 23, 2011, was Diabetes Screening Day at the Hancock County Health Center, and the coalition assisted with publicity and registration.  Diabetes classes are being planned for May or June.  Presentations regarding the report card have been made to several organizations and will be presented at a town hall meeting planned for May.  In March, the Dress in Blue Campaign lunch and learn was held and Laura Smith, a local Family Nurse Practitioner, and Jaime Rafferty with the Kentucky Cancer Program were the guest speakers.  The coalition, along with many partners, is planning an FYI Faith Youth Information Conference for May 6, 2011.  The conference topics are: the general health of children and youth, 40 Developmental Assets, tips for working with special needs children, how to recognize child abuse and neglect, and substance abuse.  Other events of interest include:  Breathing Clean Air Summit, Stroke Awareness Luncheon, and Project Graduation in Hancock County.
C.
Henderson County  


No report. 

D.
McLean County



Jennifer Tucker, local facilitator, mentioned Poole’s Pharmacy Care provided the speaker for the February meeting and Calhoun Chiropractic Center provided the speaker for the March meeting.  The partnership had a booth at the McLean County Health and Safety Fair.  The Go Red Campaign was a success with 42 in attendance.  Funding for this event came from a KY Agency Substance Abuse Program (ASAP) grant, GRADD, and GRDHD.  The Dress in Blue Campaign was held at the Calhoun Senior Center and there were approximately 62 in attendance.  The guest speaker was from Trover Health System and provided gift items for each attendee.  Jaime Rafferty 
from the Kentucky Cancer Program provided door prizes, brochures, bookmarks and other materials.  The third set of We Can classes was offered in March with six parents receiving a certificate of completion.  A town hall meeting and stroke awareness lunch are coming up.  There was discussion about the health fair.

E.
Ohio County


Jody Flener, local facilitator, reported they began revising the bylaws to create the position of treasurer and Brian Held now holds that position.  The Go Red Campaign was in February, and they had a luncheon with 145 in attendance, and an evening dinner with 45 in attendance.  Ohio County Hospital (OCH) provided the guest speaker for both events.  In partnership with the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), they are focusing on activities for those over age 50.  In March, the Dress in Blue Campaign was held and OCH provided the guest speaker.  Rice Pharmacy has partnered with the coalition on several events.  Also in March, Stephanie Lamar presented the report card, and Dr. Laura Hancock-Jones spoke on dental care.  Upcoming events are a 5K run hosted by OCH, a town hall meeting, presentation of the report card to fiscal court, more “We Can” classes, stroke awareness campaign, and a coalition retreat.  A smoke-free survey is being conducted.  Beaver Dam is working on having a farmers market.  April 30, 2011, is the national take back initiative.  

F.
Union County


Tammy Belt, local facilitator, stated the coalition had a Go Red Campaign on February 16, and 70 people attended the lunch and learn.  Dr. Debra Wallace and Brenda Warren were the guest speakers.  Methodist Hospital of Union County (MHUC), the local extension office, and GRDHD were partners in this campaign.  The public library had a display table with books pertaining to heart health.  Lunch was provided by the Earl C. Clements Culinary students, and students from the Union County Public Schools created placemats.  In February, Dr. John Holman hosted a diabetes awareness event at the YMCA.  The coalition partnered with him and there were 50 in attendance.  The Dress in Blue Luncheon was in March and Dr. Holman was the guest speaker along with colon cancer survivor Linda Stevens.  The public library had a display and gave away bookmarks that were provided by the Kentucky Cancer Program.  At the monthly March meeting, Charlotte Whittaker spoke about Health Care Reform.  The coalition received a CCC grant to host a Cybershark Event and Pat Hammock was the presenter.  April 28, 2011, is the annual retreat for the coalition.  Health Report Card presentations were made to the Lions Club, Union County School Board, and Union County Fiscal Court.  The second “We Can” session is in progress and there are 18 participants.  Ms. Belt attended a Health Literacy Summit in Bowling Green.  She has also been asked to serve on a food service advisory committee with Union County Public Schools to improve the food choices in school cafeterias.  The GRDHD has applied for a grant on behalf of the coalition to survey the community regarding tobacco policy issues and to improve access to physical activity.  If funded, the project will be improving the Sturgis 
walking trail.  Ms. Belt stated the bylaws have been changed to reflect the change in the name of the coalition.  




A motion was made by Don Crask and 



seconded by Father Fid Levri to accept the




change in the bylaws.  A vote was taken and




the  motion carried. 

G.
Webster County



Pamela Hunter, local facilitator, reported the Dress in Blue Campaign was held at the senior center in Sebree.  Dr. Karen Canlas was the guest speaker and there were 58 in attendance.  Churches are now taking part by announcing the special events of the coalition.  Ms. Hunter attended the Health Literacy Summit in Bowling Green.  The coalition held a town hall meeting on April 11, 2011, and on April 26, 2011, they are having a retreat.  A stroke lunch and learn is scheduled for the month of May at the senior center in Providence with Dr. Newberry as the guest speaker.  Ms. Hunter has been asked to be on the Henderson Diabetic Coalition, and she continues working with the local Hispanic radio station to promote events in Webster County.  They held a town meeting and Stephanie Lamar presented the report card.  During the town meeting, David Bolt stated the health clinic is working on adding doctors and oral health services.  Ms. Hunter mentioned the bylaws have been changed, accepted as a coalition, and need to be approved by the council.  



A motion was made by Dr. Laura Hancock-Jones




and seconded by Jaime Rafferty to accept the



change in the bylaws.  A vote was taken and the




motion carried.


H.
Other Comments



Jaime Rafferty thanked the health coalition for their willingness to collaborate and help promote colon cancer awareness.  She thanked those for helping when the colossal colon was on display at the mall, and added the extension office will partner with the Kentucky Cancer Program to do follow-up phone calls.  

I. Mental Health First Aid


Dr. Lionel Phelps informed the council this is an initiative from the National Council of Mental Health.  This model is adopted from Australia, and the idea is to make recognizing mental health issues as common as Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation.  He attended a training in Oregon and is the only person in Kentucky certified to teach the training.  The first training will be held on April 19 and 20, 2011, at GRADD and the cost is $50.00.  This is a two-day training and the certification is for three years.  After three years, individuals will need to be recertified.  There are six slots available for this training and some scholarships are available to cover the expense.  Dr. Phelps stated they will be 
providing the training elsewhere and hope to cover the seven counties in the GRADD area.  John Kazlauskas suggested including law enforcement in this training.  Dr. Phelps mentioned he has spoken with Dr. McCaghren who does the training for the law enforcement.  If interested in attending this event, please see Lisa Flahardy.  Much discussion followed.
V.
OLD BUSINESS

A.
Childhood Obesity Education Campaign and Summit


Stephanie Lamar stated grant funding was received for this summit.  If anyone is interested in being on the subcommittee for this event, please stay after this meeting for a planning session.

B.
Breathing Clean Air Summit


Stephanie Lamar announced grant funding was received for this summit.  This will be held on May 12, 2011, at the RiverPark Center from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  The speakers for this summit are:  Commissioner Hacker with the Kentucky Department of Health, Teresa Lovely, Kristen Wagner, Monica Mundy, Stan Holmes, and a local physician. 

C.
Carryover Funds


Stephanie Lamar reported the carryover funds have been approved.  The subcommittee members (Don Crask, David Ross, and Philip Travis) approved to spend the funds on the following items/events: 1) publication of the report card; 2) production of a video; 3) town hall meetings; 4) colon cancer events and lunch and learns; 5) stroke awareness; 6) display boards for each coalition; and 7) promotional items for several events.  Father Levri asked Jaime Rafferty how colonoscopies are provided for individuals.  Ms. Rafferty stated they are targeting individuals with health 
insurance or Medicare, and Rep. Jim Glenn is working on legislation to provide colonoscopies for all individuals.

D.
Grant Updates


1.
Network Development Grant



Stephanie Lamar stated the current grant ends on April 30, 2011.  They have applied to extend the grant for three more years and are awaiting a response.  


2.
Wellpoint Foundation



Stephanie Lamar reported this grant was not funded.  It was targeted toward high school juniors and seniors.  The foundation was concerned how the students would be recruited and retained.  She continues to work with the foundation on 
making changes to the grant and will resubmit in May.  The council is working on surveying students to find out what would motivate them to participate in this program.  

E.
Sustainability Committee


Jiten Shah welcomed GRADD board chairman William Markwell and former board member Reid Haire.  Mr. Shah stated it is always exciting to come and hear all the events that are taking place in each county.  He commended the facilitators for continuing the planning of events even though the funding is still in limbo.  He stated the sustainability committee met and discussed several options.  The best option is for the grant to be funded and things to continue.  The committee is still pursuing other funding options through United Way and GRADD area hospitals.  If grant funding is not awarded, the GRDHD has agreed to assume leadership of the health council and its local coalitions.  Debbie Fillman stated if funding is not received, the GRDHD will work with each group on keeping the momentum going.  Jody Flener remarked the coalitions are made up of volunteers and she feels like the momentum is there for the coalitions to continue.  Stephanie Lamar praised the local facilitators for all the work they have done.  Debbie Zuerner Johnson mentioned she was a member of the health council ten years ago and is amazed at how the council has grown and begun to make a difference in the communities.  Ms. Johnson reminded the coalitions there are mini grants for $1,000.00, as well as larger grants available.  Reid Haire stated he is very impressed with the level and commitment of support for the health of this region.  He looks for ways OMHS can collaborate with communities in providing health care, and hopes to work with each coalition in the future.  Chairman Markwell mentioned he enjoyed the meeting and this is a very exciting group.   Much discussion followed.   

F.
Other Comments


Stephanie Lamar stated each member has the Kentucky core measures information which ranks states in a variety of health areas.  From this document, it is apparent that Kentucky needs to work on improving the health of its residents since the Commonwealth ranks 43 or lower in many categories.  Much discussion followed.  
VI.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
/lf

